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Kristyna Colleen Ryan is the poster chﬁd of everything that can go wrong in the elective

system used to select judges in Illinois

Whensheran inthejudieialprimary
election eartier this year, Ryan did not seek
endorsements from any of the bar associa
tions in Chicago and Cook County. Her lack
of experience or any other credentials that
might have made up for her inexperience,”
as well as her demonstrated financial irre-
sponsibility; almost certainly would hava
been publicly reported by the bar associa-=
tions and acoompanied by “unqualified”

ratings.

So instead, Ryan elected an increasingly
popular strategy-—she ignored the bar :
associations altogether. Although this strat-
egy still results in “unqualified” ratings,

- those bad ratings would lack the color com-

mentary showing her unfitness to wear
judicial robes. Thus, with the advantages of

- a quintessential Irish-Catholic name and

the first position on the ballot, shewona
Democratic primary for a judicial vacancy,
Unopposed in the upcoming November
general election, Ryan will become a judga

* in the Circuit Court of Cook County in -
_December. She beat the system, and the *

o G, :gm
ore assoclations, s

) ally or collectively, evaluate all judicial

candidates for the Circuit Court of Cook
County- s
Until recenﬂx judicial candidates suh»

" mitted to review by the bar assoé: a8

a matter of course. The new strategy for -
{hose like Ryan, who would be publicly
embarrassed by the review process, isto
ignore the bar associations. If the strategy
works, the payoff can be great—a job pay-
ing miore than $160,000 annually. And '
under our system, it’s almost a guaranteed.
lifetime job. And if the strategy fails, there
is no embarrassing public record of your
shortcomings.

Ryan added a mew twist. Sheandthree
equally unqualified wannabe judges de-
vised a scheme to give themselves public
credibility. They formed their own political
action committee, called it “Citizens for an
Independent Judiciary,™ and endorsed

themselves.

In Ryan’s case, the ruse worked! Despite
all the negative bar association evalu-
ations, not being endorsed by the Chicago
Tribune, and spending less than $6,000 on -
her campaign, Ryan pulled off the improb-
able by narrowly winning against two op-
ponents, one of whom was an African-

unfitto  CBAguide

»}

American woman found qualiﬁed by all bu;:,, .
one bar association. . .

Had Ryan gone through t!m bar associa
tion screening process, it would have been
revealed that her only qualiﬁcation is pass
ing the Hlnois bar exam-the bave mini
mum. Her professional expérience is tnade-

quate. The Chicago Bar Association’s .
guidelmes for judicial evaluation state;. "
“Unless a candidate exhibits unusual qu.ali
fications and maturity, it should be an ex-
ception to recommend anyone with less-
than 12 years of [legal} experience.” The -
36-year-old Ryan has fewer than eight years
of experience, and her courtroom experl-
ence is lackluster. In Ryan’'s two years of
litigation experience, she tried only 19 .
cas%beforeﬂmCircuitCourt,mosﬂycol»“a

lection matters. - :
Shes : Shealsohasahistmof*
< financial immeturity The«A

lines state: “Theq
financial responsibility of i

wear acandidate isoneofthe -

v g et factors to be considered in.
judicial

" determining ability to - <4
properly serve.” Had she ]
robes. answered the CBA’s ques-
‘ tionnaire, Ryan’s response,,
- would have revesded that *
she filed for bankraptey in _
zomaﬁermckmsupmorethanma,ooein
debt, In addition to outstanding educa-- . ¢
tional loans of about $140,000, Ryan fell |
behind in payments to credit card compa-
nies, department stores, utilities, a health
club and an animal hospital. She erased all -
her debt, including her educational lgans
by filing for bankruptcy
Theelectxve systemisnotthebestm
for the citizens of Cook County to seleet they
most qualified judges serving them. Ryan,
a woefully unqualified candidate, was able ~
to use this flawed system with cunning and

guile.

She will soon be presiding over a Cook
County courtroom.

I the voters approve a Constitutional
Convention on the Nov. 4 ballot, our judi-
cial selection system, or at least the subject
of minimum qualifications for elected
judges, should be a top priority on the con-
vention’s agenda.

Roy E. Hofer is a past president of the Chi- j‘i‘l
oage Bar Association. ’




